Question on Northern Development
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Dennis Bevington Northwest Territories, NT
Mr. Speaker, the Rangers need action, not words.

During the Conservatives' turn at the helm of the Arctic Council, they moved away from its mandate of
research, environmental protection, and co-operation to one of resource exploitation and confrontation
with our Arctic neighbours. The Conservatives' failed domestic northern strategy has resulted in less
food security, a higher cost of living, and the trampling of aboriginal rights.

When is the government going to bring in policies that actually support northerners and not just make a
few large southern companies rich?

Hon. Leona Aglukkaq (Minister of the Environment, Minister of the Canadian Northern
Economic Development Agency and Minister for the Arctic Council, CPC):

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to hosting the Arctic Council ministerial meeting this Friday in Iqaluit.

The member opposite issued a statement that misrepresents the economic situation in the north. Each
year between 2010 and 2013, both the economy and the number of jobs across the north increased, and
growth was supported by the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency in more than 900
projects that created jobs and opportunities for northerners.

In the meantime, the member opposite, from the Northwest Territories, has rejected important projects
that would benefit northerners, not just the Inuvik to Tuktoyaktuk highway, which supports economic
development and opportunities for northerners. This just once again shows how disconnected the
member—



