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Mr. Speaker, sometimes the actions of the government are so single-
minded that people resort to writing books like Party of One. When it comes
to northern policy, this really applies.

Last winter, the government wanted to devolve authority over lands and the
environment to the Northwest Territories and to make it simpler for
developers by doing away with the regional board structures that were
negotiated with land claims, against the voices of 90% of northerners,
particularly first nations. Now two first nations governments have taken it to
court over the change, just as they said they would.

Where is the certainty for development with this kind of action? Now it
wants to do the same thing in Yukon through Bill S-6. The Council of Yukon
First Nations has already said that if this bill passes, it is going to court.

What is wrong with the government? What is it that makes it so single-
minded that it creates these conflicts? Could it be the Prime Minister, the
party of one, in all his glory, who listens to only one voice, his own?



