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MP Dennis Bevington,

Mr. Speaker, the Conservatives will not have to rewrite history on this question because 
it is about navigation. 

On Monday, the premier of the Northwest Territories stated that his government was not 
consulted before the Minister of Transport removed the protections from most of the 
waterways in the north. If the minister had been consulted, he would have been told that 
removing the protection from Hay River would also have meant removing protection 
from the largest port facility in Canada's north.

Since the minister could not be bothered to consult with other Canadian governments, 
just who did he consult with before acting in such a ham-fisted manner?

Hon. Steven Fletcher (Minister of State (Transport) 

Mr. Speaker, the navigable waterways act is about navigation. It has always been about 
navigation.  Let me share with the member what other people have had to say. The 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities said:

The changes announced today will allow local governments to spend less time processing 
paperwork for small, low-risk public works projects by removing redundancies, red tape and 
project delays that result in higher costs for property tax payers.

The Construction Association commented on this. If had time, I could read them. The 
Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities had a fantastic quote. The former 
premier of B.C., Gordon Campbell, is really thrilled about—


