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Mr. Dennis Bevington (Western Arctic, NDP):  

Mr. Speaker, I give my best wishes to indigenous people and all Canadians on National 
Aboriginal Day.

Northerners know the economic benefits national parks bring through increased tourism. With 
the expansion of Nahanni National Park Reserve and the creation of the East Arm National Park, 
northerners have shown their commitment to these heritage sites. However, with the 
Conservatives reckless cuts to Parks Canada, northerners are concerned that this vital form of 
sustainable economic development will be delayed or severely crippled.

Why is the minister cutting back on the government's promise to fully fund these northern parks? 
Is it the government's opinion that parks do not create jobs?

Ms. Michelle Rempel (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Environment, CPC):

Mr. Speaker, I take this opportunity to note that, since 2006, this government has protected more 
parkland than any other government in recent history. We are committed to protecting Canada's 



parks. We are also proud of the fine work that Parks Canada staff do to promote Canada and 
promote our great natural heritage.

However, a concept that the opposition does not understand is being wise stewards of taxpayer 
dollars. In fact, one could say that its ability to manage the economy is like a dine and dash: 
order the most expensive thing on a menu and then stick someone else with the bill.

We have decided to ensure that we are wise stewards of taxpayer dollars, while managing the 
economy.
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