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Mr. Dennis Bevington MP Northwest Territories:

Mr. Speaker, the Auditor General has shown that the nutrition north criteria are not fair or 
accessible. They are not even based on current needs.

Forty-six isolated fly-in northern communities are out in the cold, without access to nutritious 
and affordable food. Will the government commit today to working with all northerners to 
develop a sustainable solution to food insecurity?

The minister can start by including these 46 communities in the nutrition north program.

Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC):

Mr. Speaker, I cannot help but add that if they were able to impose this carbon tax, it would be
even colder. The cost of food would go up, and the cost of hunting everything in the north 
would go up.

We have accepted the recommendations of the Auditor General, and we are currently 
examining eligibility criteria. We are collecting data from the communities in the north, and we 
will review the eligibility criteria.


