
Question to minister on confrontation with aboriginal people

May 13, 2015

Mr. Dennis Bevington MP Northwest Territories:

Mr. Chair, in the Northwest Territories, the Tlicho and Sahtu Dene governments have already initiated 
court action over the Conservatives' creation of the environmental super board to replace regional 
boards created through the land claim agreements. Yukon first nations say they will do the same as 
soon as Bill S-6 is passed.

Why does the minister believe that confrontation with aboriginal people in areas where they have a 
very responsible relationship with their existing governments is better than co-operation?

Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC):

Again, Mr. Chair, this does not hold water or facts. 

The granting of this injunction was not based on a decision of merits by either the Canadian or Tlicho's 
legal positions. The merits of each party's argument will be dealt with at trial. 

We are committed to ensuring that the regulatory regime of the Northwest Territories continues to 
function smoothly. We will focus our efforts on ensuring that the land and water boards in the 
Mackenzie Valley continue to effectively and efficiently assess land and water applications before 
them. As this matter is before the court as we speak, I cannot comment further.


