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Mr. Dennis Bevington (Northwest Territories, NDP):

Mr. Speaker, another flawed bill and another long and wasteful court fight with first nations: 
that is where the minister is going.

It is not just first nations that have a problem with the legislation. In a letter sent to the Minister
of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development last fall, the president of Casino Mining 
expressed concerns about the “negative impact this is having on the territory’s mineral 
industry”. The Tourism Industry Association of the Yukon is also opposed.

Why pursue a bill that will not stand up in court and is opposed by both first nations and 
businesses? Where is the certainty in that?

Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, CPC): 

Mr. Speaker, the member can choose a few quotes, but the fact of the matter is that industry, 
the Yukon government, the Nunavut government, NTI, and all of these groups support this 
legislation, because for the first time, this Conservative government has taken steps to level 
the playing field so that those resources in the north can be exploited for the benefit of 
northerners. 

This would change the regulatory system to attract investment and create jobs and long-term 
prosperity, which is our objective.


