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Mr. Speaker, the Department of Aboriginal Affairs has finally admitted it misled 
Canadians when it said the cost of dealing with the over 270,000 tonnes of arsenic at 
Giant Mine was only $449 million. The new figure is nearly $1 billion and could go 
higher. Canada only received a little over $400 million in 2002 dollars in royalties over 
the 60-year life of the mine, meaning Canadians are on the hook for around $600 
million.

While the Conservatives were hiding the massive cost to Canadians to clean up the 
environmental disaster at Giant, they were slashing environmental protections, 
particularly for the oil sands and the oil industry in general.

Considering the massive cost to Canadians for cleaning up one single mine, I have to 
wonder just how many billions of dollars our children and grandchildren will be paying 
because of the Conservatives' and the Liberals' failure to ensure the environment is 
protected in their rush to exploit the oil sands.

The cost of cleaning up the oil sands tailings ponds alone will be gigantic.


