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An Act to amend the Criminal Code (trafficking in persons),

Mr. Dennis Bevington (Western Arctic, NDP): 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to stand for even the shortest time to offer my 
congratulations to the member for Kildonan—St. Paul in moving the bill forward.

I followed the progress of the bill through three parliaments, and it is a great thing 
when a private member's bill moves toward completion. I think we all revel in it, 
especially when the bill is such that it attracts support from the entire House. 
Standing as Canadians together, we support these endeavours by individual members 
of Parliament.

Before I came to Parliament, there was a bill that caught my attention. It came from a 
Conservative MP as well. It was to remove the substance from cigarettes that kept 
them lit when they were not smoked. That took 20 years to get through the House of 
Commons. Lives were saved when that bill went through and that substances was 
taken out of the cigarettes so they did not fall out of someone's fingers and set 
something on fire or create second-hand smoke in the ashtray.

The value that private members can bring to the House is so important and it 
sometimes puts attention on small, definitive but extremely important issues that can 
change our society. To that endeavour, as MPs we should all salute this initiative.

Having said that, I will speak to the bill before my time runs out. The bill, as far as it 
goes, would work to deal with this issue. In some ways society has to have a greater 
recognition of the nature of human trafficking. 

The latest example of human trafficking in Canada was on April 3. The head of the 
Domotor crime group, which the RCMP claims is Canada's largest human trafficking 
ring, was using males in the construction industry in Hamilton as slaves, a large city 
with labour unions, with inspectors, a city administration with better business bureaus 
and all those things and our society could not recognize what was happening. Could it 
recognize that perhaps this was going on?

We have picked off the head of this organization, but we have not changed society. It 
is important that we understand the people who are working for us, that we 
understand what is going on in our society around us and that we understand what 
our communities are representing. To me, that spoke volumes about the nature of our 
society and how we would have to move from exploitation, as we have tried at all 
times to do, and understand laws that would remove the opportunities for 
exploitation and identify for Canadians the nature of exploitation.



Certainly, if the example of this person in Hamilton does not get attention in the 
construction industry right across the country, there is something wrong.

It is a time for reflection. When the bill passes, when we move forward in this regard, 
we need to recognize that society is still the answer to most of these issues.


