
Bevington question melting ice September 21, 2012

Mr. Dennis Bevington (Western Arctic, NDP): 

Mr. Speaker, this week melting Arctic sea ice set a new record. The U.S. National Snow 
and Ice Data Center reported that in mid-September Arctic ice covered 3.4 million 
square kilometres, beating the record set in 2007 when it measured 4.2 million square 
kilometres.

Scientists are now predicting that the Arctic Ocean will be ice-free in the summer by 
2020, previously they had predicted 2050 as the ice-free date.

However, the melting Arctic Ocean is only part of the picture. This summer 97% of the 
Greenland ice cap was melting. The people of the north are seeing changing weather 
patterns with high temperatures and unusually strong storms, including the largest 
storm over the Arctic Ocean this summer.

Three large chunks of ice broke off ice shelves in the Arctic this summer. The largest 
was a piece the size of Bermuda off the Ward Hunt Ice Shelf on Ellesmere Island.

When will the government recognize the crisis that is rapidly overtaking the Arctic? 
When will we see action that means something on climate change? What is holding 
the government back?


