
Office of / bureau de
Dennis Bevington MP

Western Arctic

House of Commons Debates
Thursday, June 7, 2012

Aboriginal Affairs

Mr. Dennis Bevington (Western Arctic, NDP): 
Mr. Speaker, the Conservatives cannot seem to answer questions here and they will not in 
committee. 

Yesterday, when I asked the minister if he would be cutting funding for the Northwest Territories 
protected area strategy. a vital program that allows northerners to determine what areas should 
have enhanced environmental protection, he refused to answer.

My question is for the chair of the aboriginal affairs committee. Instead of stopping questions for 
the minister in a fit of partisanship, will he be scheduling another meeting so that the minister 
can answer these reasonable questions?

Mr. Greg Rickford (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and 
Northern Development, for the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency and 
for the Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern Ontario, CPC): 



Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate that the member was not able to be prepared and organized enough 
to answer questions on a motion written by his critic for aboriginal affairs on Supplementary 
Estimates (A).

Furthermore, the minister said that he would be happy to come back to the committee to answer 
questions on other matters, as he has always been. 

We did not write the motion for supplementary estimates (A). The NDP did. Why did the NDP 
members not ask questions on supplementary estimates (A)?
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