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Joint Review Panel Report on the 
Mackenzie Gas Pipeline 
After the release of the Joint Review Panel's report On the Mackenzie Gas 
Pipeline on December 30th 2009, a multi community consultation tour was 
conducted by Member of Parliament for the Western Arctic. Four 
communities in the Sahtu region and Inuvik were visited over 7 days. 
  
During this time, it became evident that the JRP report was accepted by 
most as a final determination of the issues for northerners around this 
proposed development. Most of the leadership that was consulted and that 
had time to view the document felt that the report was a strong yes for the 
project. As well, they felt the National Energy Board, in its deliberations 
over the next four months would likely support the positive statement of 
the Panel. This being, if the project was carried out carefully, following the 
recommendations in the report, it would yield a very positive and 
sustainable result to the people of the NWT. Some groups had yet to see 
the report and its recommendations; others were engaging consultants to 
respond to their different regional perspectives. 
  
There was no consensus as to the possibility that the proponents of the 
project would go ahead in the near future, but most felt that it would 
eventually be built.  
  
Two major directions were identified in all communities for immediate 
action. One was the advancement of the release of some of the monies 
from the 500 million dollar Mackenzie Valley Social impact fund set up by 
the government of Canada in its 2007 Federal Budget. As it stands now, 
this would not occur until a definitive decision had been made by the 
pipeline proponents. There is a sense that to wait for this point would be 
counter-productive to the effective use of the fund. Of the five regions that 
are engaged in the planning for the use of these funds, three have 
completed the process, two are expected to finish by April... cont’d p. 3. 

Dear Friends, 
 
This winter has been one of great ups and downs. By the time you 
receive this, the Vancouver Olympics will have been played out  
and the greatest winter sports event the World knows will have a 
Canadian stamp all over it. The NWT will have had one competitor, 
Brendan Green, in the biathlon, and we all are proud that he has 
achieved his goal.  
 
At the same time, our new year started with another monumental 
human tragedy, this time in our own North America, with the 
earthquake in Haiti. Northerners have shown again their warmth of 
heart and generosity in raising funds through January and February 
with events and individual donations.  
 
The Prime Minister's actions at the end of December to prorogue 
Parliament till March 3rd has meant that much work in legislation  
over the past year has been wasted and those 22 sitting days this year 
are gone. We need new rules in Parliament to ensure that this anti- 
democratic behaviour is made more difficult in the future. 
 
March will see the new Federal Budget coming forward. Last year, 
although we had record spending to stimulate the economy, there  
was no sense of strategic investment. With the recent announcement  
of our greenhouse gas emission targets for 2020, we will definitely 
require a plan moving forward that can deliver real results. As well 
with a deficit this year approaching 60 billion, we know that sometime 
in the future, we will face the choice of reducing government services 
or raising more revenue. The NDP position is that we should not 
continue to cut corporate taxes as is proposed by both the 
Conservatives and Liberals.  
 
The cost of living still remains the greatest impediment to northerners. 
Our population dropped again this year, and that hurts us all. Across 
the NWT, in big communities and small, people need a better federal 
tax deduction, more help to reduce energy costs and better 
transportation infrastructure.  
 
Please share your ideas and concerns with me. Through letters, emails 
or if you see me in your community, I appreciate hearing from you. 
 
Dennis 

I �1SIDE 
 

After Copenhagen – page 2 
 

Joint Review Panel (part 2) – page 3 
 

Helping Haiti – page 3 
 

Aviation Safety – page 4 
 

Revenue Agency Inquiries – page 4 








