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Dear Constituents, 

Members of Parliament from across the country 
headed back to the House of Commons this month. 
By the time you receive this newsletter in the mail, we 
should be well engaged in Parliamentary business, 
and the Government Throne Speech will have been 
introduced and voted on. This may or may not result 
in a general election in Canada, which would be the 
fourth one in seven years. In this day and age, when 
majorities are less likely, parliamentarians have to 
learn to share power and compromise on decision-
making in our national government.  

 

I have had a very interesting summer break, traveling 
from the Arctic Ocean to the Alberta border to hear 
from all of you. I have had the privilege to attend a 
number of great community events, however there 
were many more that I wasnôt able to attend this year. 
But wherever I did travel, Northerners were making 
the best of the summer season, building the strength 
of their communities, cultures and lifestyles.   

 

The North has been a hotspot of political attention 
throughout the past few months. National attention 
has been intensive in the face of growing evidence of 
the massive nature of climate change in the far North. 
The debate about Canadaôs Arctic sovereignty is 
highlighted in this newsletter, and I hope to see it as a 
major debate in Parliament this fall.  

 

Last year when I proposed that we change Canadaôs 
Motto to include the Arctic Ocean, I received a lot of 
negative commentary from the southern media. This 
year, the Russianôs symbolic planting of their flag on 
the Arctic Ocean floor was called a public relations 
coup by the same southern media.  

 

You can be sure that I will continue to push for a 
motto that reflects Canada from ñSea to Sea to Seaò. 

Through the Yellowknife constituency office, we have 
been working on an analysis of the Diamond Mining 

industry in the NWT (see page 3) .  

 

We have traveled to a mine site, met with industry, 
labour and government, and have heard from many 
constituents. This industry is a huge part of our 
economy right now. We must ensure that it continues 
to thrive and provides maximum benefit for all 
Northerners. Until some day in the future when we 
achieve devolution, the Government of Canada 
MUST represent our interests in the industry. As your 
representative in Ottawa, I will do my utmost to 
ensure that happens. 

 

Please keep sending the letters and comments that 
you have been providing over the past year. They 
truly are helpful and inspiring.  

Dennis 

 

 
Dennis congratulates Mohammad Khan, one of 

68 proud, new Canadians sworn in on 

September 28 in Yellowknife. Welcome to all the 

new Canadians! 



During the Poverty Forum in 

Yellowknife, Tony Martin (second 

from right), NDP Human 

Resources Critic, and Dennis met 

with local community groups in 

Yellowknife who offer help to the 

poor and homeless. 

 

Dennis played hand games 

to the delight of onlookers 

in Fort Smith during the 

Water Conference in 

August. 

 

 

Dennis  with youth from the Tlicho Communities 

who participated in the canoe regatta at the start 

of the Dene Assembly in Behchoko in July. 
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